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Climate in the Hands of Brazil -
Indigenous Groups

What do Indigenous people have
to do with Climate Change?

● In�i��n�u� �r���� in B����l a�� ��s� o��
ex���l� o� �h� ���ig���u� w��� b�i�� d���
to ���t��� la��s ����s� �he ���b�
○ Whe� ��� t�i�k �� �h� �a�d� �ha�

ne�� �� be ���t���ed ���t
im����at��� c��e� t� ��u� h���?
■ A. t�o��c�� �a�n���es�
■ B. Gra��l���s
■ C. For���s
■ D, Pra���e�
■ E. Al� o� t�� ��ov�

○ If �o� ��id E, yo� ��e ��r���t! Al�
of ���m ��e� t� �� �ro���t��, an�
in����no�� �r�u�� �r� �o��g ���k
(an� ��v���) in ��� s���s o�
bi����/ha����t�

● Now, w�e� y�� ��in� ���ut ����ga���g ���
eff�c�� �f ��im��� �ha���, do ���
im����at��� t���k o� ��l���g �o��r ��a�s
an� ��l���g i�� ��p�?

Thi�� ��n���l�: YE� NO

○ Man� �� y�u ���h� ��y �e�, an�
t�a� �s ��a�! It i� ��r� �h��e�
pe���p��o� �f ��� “p�i��r�” is����
of ���m��e �h����

○ Whi�� �h��e ��� C�U���L is����, it
is ����r�a�t �� ��pa�� p��� t��
k�o�l���� of ���t ���se ��� �s�u��.
To b���� in ���s ��a�n���, I wa�� t�
s�a�� w��� I fo��� r��e��c���g
va���u� �n���en��� �ro��� w�� �av�
be�� �t���g�i�g ��� t���li��
c�i��t� ��an�� ��r �e��d��.



Brazilian Tribes:
ONE of the countries we are

focusing in on, and here are some
facts about them:

- In�i��n�u� ���p�e �r����t 80% of ��� w���d's
bi����er���y. Thi� �r����te� ��n� �� an
in���d���y �a�g� ��� of ��� �ar��’s �a��r��
re����ce�, s�e���s, an� ���r��hi�� �l�� �ha�
li��� w���in ���s� �i��t�.

- Thi� ��s� ��an ���r� i� � ��t o� ���p�e ��
t�e�� t���es ���p��� p�o��c� �� mu�� l���
ri��t?

- Fal��. In�i��n�u� ���p�e ��� le�� t���
5% of ��� w���d’s �o��l��i�� �n�
t�e�� �m�e�s� �ffo��s ��il� ��t ���t�e-to
no ����g�i���n, he��, aw����es�, an�
su���r�.

Indigenous Brazilians: Why are we
looking specifically at them and

their work?

- Wel� �h� fi��t �e���n ��ar�� w��� t��
ge����p�i��l ���at��� - The A����n
ra����re�� �n� ��he� ��b��a�s �� �h�� �o�n��y
ke�� � �ot �� �h� �o�l�’s e���y���m ��ab��:

- Man� ���p�e ��l� �h� A�a��n
Ra�n���es�, s�e��fic���y, t�e “lu��s ��
t�e ��r��” - t�e�� �re ���d���s o�
an����s a�� b���i��r���y, an� �� �t i�
t��e�t��e�, t�e �h��� �or�� �s ���pe�
ov�� �� t�e “c�i��t� ��al�” - In o���r
wo��s, Cli���� c�a�g� ��u�d, an� ��,
qu���l� �or����d �� t�i� R��n�o��s�
be��� �t ��re��

- We �r� a��� l�o���g �� B�az�� ��ca��� i� �s
ho�� �� hu��r��� �f i���g��o�� p�o���
(400-500 t�i��s in ��� Am��o� R��n�o��s�-
na����l �e��r���ic ) t�a� �r�, an� ��v�
be��, co���t��� de����s�a���n, d�o��h�,
lo���n�, a�r ���lu����, wa��� p���ut���, fo���t
fire�, an� ��y ���e.

- Du� t� ��e r���t-wi�� p����ic�� ��tu���o� �n
t�e ���n��y, t�e ��n� �� Bra��� - s�e��fic���y
t�e A��z�� - is ��� b�i�� p����c�e�, ra���r,
it �� ��in� ��p��i��d ���h �a�t�� �h�� i� w��
ev�� ��fo��.

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/amazon-facts/


- In B�a��l, t�e�� �s ��e Ama��� r�i���r���,
w�i�h �� �h� �a�g��� t���ic�� ��in����s� i� t��
wo��d, as ���l �� �he ���t ���er�� ��od����si��

- The�� ��e mi����n� o� �n��a�s, in���t�,
t�e��, f�e�h����r, la��, an� ��r�
t�a� s����ti��s ��� �ve� ��c���.

- “Bra��� �s �o�� t� �o�� �f ��e mo��
ca���n-ri�� f����t� i� t�� ��r��, wi��
ab��� 63 bi����n �o�n�� �� ca���n
lo���d ��.”- t�i� �s 10% of ����h’s
ca���n s�o��d �� a�l ����y��em�

- The�� ��e h���r��� of bo���� of
wa��� w�i�h ���d ���s o� �r���w��e�
(as ���l �� �al� ��t���)

- Riv���, s��e�m�, la���,
wa���f���s, et�.

- The ���p��a� f����t i� ��s���e, bu� �� �s
s��in���g SO ����K��

- Do y�� ��in� �� �s:
- B. 7.5 ki����te�� w���
- A. 5.5 ki����te�� w���
- C. 10 ki����te�� w���
- D. 3 ki����te�� w���

- If �o� ��id B, 5.5 yo� ��e
co���c�!

- (it �� “so bi� �h�� �h� UK an� I��l���
wo��� fit i��� �t 17 ti���!” (na����l
ge����p�i� )

- The A����n �a��f��e�t ���� p�o��c�� 20% of
t�e �l����’s o��g��! (T�� )

- The�� ��e s� ���y o���r ��a��n�, bu� �h���
ar� ���t �o��!

How does looking at Indigenous
work and resistance matter and

help?
(this information is from Climate Home News )

● Thi� �t��� d��e ��v�a�� t��� s���n��he���g
fo���t ���h�� fo� �h��� �om����ti�� �� a
co��-effic���� s��at��� t� ��es���� at ����t 37
bi����n �o�n�� �� ca���n ar���d ��e w���d.

● In�i��n�u� ��m���it��� �ol� � ��r�e ��m
of ��� �ar��’s �o��s��, bu� �h�� �� be���
ta��� �wa� �r�� �h��
○ in ����o�s ��u�t���� in����no��

le���l� ��n “mo�� �h�� 500 mi����n
he���r�� o� f����t� �lo���l�, ab���
on� �i��t� �� t�� �or��’s �o��l.”

● A la��� �mo��� �f �a�d �� ��in� �l���e� �n
e�r��, an� ��t��u� t���� fo���t� �he
wo��d’s ��im��� �il� �� c���le���y ���c�e�
off b����ce:
○ For ����re���:

■ “13 mi����n �e�t���� of
fo���t ��e �l���e� �v��� ye��
at � ���e �f 50 so���r fi���s
a m����e” !

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/amazon-facts/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/amazon-facts/
https://newrepublic.com/article/154693/indigenous-rights-fighting-climate-change
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2014/07/28/brazils-indigenous-tribes-the-low-cost-solution-to-climate-change/


■ How ���h ���es� ��n� �� yo�
t�i�k �� �l�a��� �ve�� t��
mi����s? - (w�i�h �� �� mu��
ti�� �� yo� ���n� �ru���n�
yo�� ��et� ��r ���s�e�t���):

A. 100 so���r fi���s ��e�r��
B. 200 so���r fi���s ��e�r��
C. 150 so���r fi���s ��e�r��
D. 50 so���r fi���s ��e�r��

■ If �o� ��id A, yo� ��e ��d��
co���c�! 100 so���r fi���s
ev��� 2 mi����s.

- The ���t���i�n �� �eg�� ��g��s o� �h�
in����no�� ��op�� �h� �o�d ���d �� �he
Ama��� r�i���r��� wo���:

- Hel� �r����t “27.2 mi����n �e�t����
of ����re���t�o� �y 2050” in B����l,
me����g ��at ���t���i�n ��u�d ���p
12 bi����n �o�n�� �� ca���n ��o��d�
em����on� �h�� ��ul� �� p���ut�� ��to
t�e ��m���he��!

- “Pre���t ���gi��, ro���, mi���g ���
ot��� f���es ���t ���l �e�t��� t��
fo���t.”

- The�� ��s a ���d� �h�� �ho��� t��� t�e
am���� of ����re���t�o� ��p���in� ��s��e
t�e ��n� ��ne� �y I��eg���o�� p�o��� w��
0.6% ve���s ��� 7% o�t���e t���� ow���s���

Conclusion:
● Indigenous tribes need to be

supported and focused on as
they continue to brace
themselves against Brazil’s
government that is working
against them, the effects of
their home being destroyed,
legal rights stripped from them,
violence (hate crimes)
towards them, and general
lack of the outside public
acknowledgement and
resources.

● So...
○ These Brazilians need to

be given more rights
and be insured
protection in order to

continue and expand
the work they are doing
- which is selflessly
helping the entire world
without most people
knowing!

○ Governments in
countries like Brazil
(meaning in similar
circumstances) should



listen to the Indigenous
techniques for
environmental
preservation rather than
posing their own
solutions without
consultation

● We have to keep in mind
though there is only so much
international Indigenous
groups can do and we don’t
want to put this burden solely
on them - nor come in to help
as white and western
saviorism.

○ Many groups may not
be able to handle the
enormous pressure,
especially from mining,
industrial logging and
infrastructure projects
like building of roads,
dams, and pipelines

- There needs to be more
information spread about their
efforts included alongside the
names of people like Greta
Thunberg.

Some names to remember!
- Samela Sateré-Mawé
- Artemisa Xakriabá (I saw her

speak at a climate strike!)
- Anita Akawil Yudja
- And many many more

- Donating is important! You
can search online - try to
donate primarily to Indigenous
groups if you can!

- Educate/research yourself on
policies that are protecting or
endangering groups!

- I.e. “Policy-making: The
Nature Conservancy is
working with the
Brazilian government
and local indigenous
organizations to
develop the country’s
National Policy for
Environmental
Management in
Indigenous Lands.”
(nature.org)

- Research if you have questions
- Spread CREDIBLE slides and

infographics about this topic
on social media

- Follow social medias of some
climate groups or new
services/or subscribe to
website newsletters or read
articles

When we think about Climate
Change going forward and how to
slow it’s impending destruction of
habitats, animals, land, and global
warming, we should highlight a key
factor that helps our world:
indigenous groups.

https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/latin-america/brazil/stories-in-brazil/partnering-with-indigenous-peoples/


“Greta [Thunberg] says we should listen to the scientists. But what
scientists need to do is listen to the wise people of the forest.”

- Antonio Nobre

Some sources:
- https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/latin-america/br

azil/stories-in-brazil/partnering-with-indigenous-peoples/
- https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/nov/15/a-journey-to-th

e-centre-of-the-amazon-in-radical-bid-to-solve-climate-crisis
- https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geograph

y/amazon-facts/
- https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.climatechangenews.com/2

014/07/28/brazils-indigenous-tribes-the-low-cost-solution-to-climate-chang
e/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615999919277000&usg=AOvVaw1Rl-L3vub-
CzgghP-m09vK

- And more

https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/latin-america/brazil/stories-in-brazil/partnering-with-indigenous-peoples/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/latin-america/brazil/stories-in-brazil/partnering-with-indigenous-peoples/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/nov/15/a-journey-to-the-centre-of-the-amazon-in-radical-bid-to-solve-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/nov/15/a-journey-to-the-centre-of-the-amazon-in-radical-bid-to-solve-climate-crisis
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/amazon-facts/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/amazon-facts/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2014/07/28/brazils-indigenous-tribes-the-low-cost-solution-to-climate-change/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2014/07/28/brazils-indigenous-tribes-the-low-cost-solution-to-climate-change/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2014/07/28/brazils-indigenous-tribes-the-low-cost-solution-to-climate-change/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2014/07/28/brazils-indigenous-tribes-the-low-cost-solution-to-climate-change/

