I NT. H GH SCHOOL - CAFETERI A - DAY

We are in a crowded high school cafeteria; it is |lunch.
Sitting at one table is PARKER 16, who is wearing a yell ow
or maroon sweater and is surrounded by neatly stacked

not ebooks, binders, and a row of pens, all well sharpened. He
i s doi ng honmewor k.

Max, also 16, wal ks over to Parker and grabs a pen. It is
bl ack and gold, it | ooks expensive.

MAX
Can | borrow this pen?

Par ker | ooks up and grabs the pen from Max's hand.

MAX

Hey, what's your deal nan?
PARKER

Don't touch it. It's val uabl e.
MAX

My bad.

Par ker softens.

PARKER

It's fine, just please ask before you
t ake anyt hi ng.

MAX
"1l find a pencil somewhere el se.

Max wal ks away.

PARKER
Just ask, you know?

Par ker chuckles to hinself and | eans over to his backpack, to
pull out his | aptop.

PAUL
(0 S.)
Look at that geek over there with
everything so nice and tidy. | bet his

nmom mekes hima | unch every norning.

On the other side of the roomis Paul, 16, wearing a bonber
j acket and surrounded by other students, including Jay, 16,
who is wearing a gray hoodie. Jay sits on the outskirts of



the table, |ooking at Paul.

PAUL
He freaks if you even try to borrow
sonmething. Like, this one tine in
English class, | asked if | could
borrow a pen, and he went on this
speech about how "everything needs to
be put back exactly where it cane
fronm'. Someone should take one of his
"precious" pens.

KURT
That' s st upi d.

PAUL
Yeah? Why's it stupid?

KURT
Because the kid's | oaded. You even
t hi nk about touching one of his pens,
and he' Il freak out. Now just imagine
what woul d happen if he lost one. H's
dad woul d get every cop fromhere to
Detroit to go through our school just
to get it back. If the found the
person who stole it, he'd probably sue
the shit out of them He' d probably
stop classes for us to go to the
court, just to prove a point.

PAUL
Yeah, but we steal stuff all the tine
and not hing ever happens to us.

KURT
| guess.

Jay listens intently. Nate, 16, is wearing a plain t-shirt,
sits next to Jay.

NATE
"' m gonna steal his pens. Then they'l|
| ove ne.

JAY
Real |y, Nate? You think stealing his
pens will convince those jocks that
you' re cool ?



NATE
Yeah. | mean, what do we have to | ose?

Jay | ooks at Parker.
Par ker, conputer in hand, |eans down towards his bag.
Suddenly, Max runs over to Parker's table and grabs a pen.

MAX
| just need it for a second.

Max runs out of the roomw th Parker chasing after him
NATE
(to Jay)
Now or never.
Nat e stands up.
JAY
(putting his hand out)
Wai t.
CUT TO
I NT. H GH SCHOOL - CAFETERI A - MOVENTS LATER

Par ker wal ks in, whistling to hinself. He | ooks down at the
ground and notices that his bag isn't there.

He clenches his fist as anger crosses his face.

CUT TGO
I NT. H GH SCHOOL - LOBBY - MOMENTS LATER
Par ker, hands clenched into fists, wal ks towards the
principal's office. He pushes the door open and the princi pal

| ooks up at him

PRI NCI PAL
What do you think you're doi ng?!

PARKER
Soneone stol e ny backpack.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL - PRI NCI PAL' S OFFI CE - DAY

Parker is sitting in a chair across fromthe principal. He's
sitting at his side, head in hands.



PRI NCI PAL
What do you want ne to do about this?

PARKER
Call the police, call someone! W
bag' s been stol en.

PRI NCI PAL
| think the police may be an over
reaction. We'll look into it, but for

t he nonent, just go to class.

PARKER
You don't understand! My laptop was in
there. And ny dad's been using ny
| apt op, and he's been saving files on
it!

The principal sits up in her chair. She's concerned now.

PRI NCI PAL
Which files are you tal king about
exactly?

PARKER
THE files. The confidential bank
files!

PRI NCI PAL
Ch god.

The principal puts her head in her hands again.

PARKER
This school has had a stealing problem
for quite sone tine now.

PRI NCI PAL
We have had theft issues recently,
that's true.

PARKER
You're the only one who can stop it,
and I know you want to.

PRI NCl PAL
Yeah, | guess you're right.

PARKER
| know | am



PRI NCI PAL
Okay, "Il call the cops.

PARKER
Good i dea.

The principal picks up the phone and dials a nunber. She puts
t he phone to her ear.

PRI NCI PAL
Yes. I'd like to report a robbery.

I NT. H GH SCHOCOL - LOBBY - NEXT DAY

Parker and the principal are sitting on a bench by the front
door, waiting for the cops. They sit in silence. Parker is
shaki ng, he's anxi ous.

Suddenly, the front door is thrown open. Two young
detectives, RAY and SAM wal k in. They both take out their
badges.

RAY
Ray Dom nguez. Detective. And this is
nmy partner...

SAM

Sam Archer. Pleased to neet you.
Par ker and the principal stand up and shake their hands.

PARKER
Hi .

PRI NCI PAL
Det ecti ves?

SAM
Yes. They wanted to send a cop but
apparently this was an inportant case.

RAY
We know what was in the bag.

PRI NCI PAL
Uh, right. Ckay.

The principal |eads the two detectives into her office.

PRI NCI PAL
Ri ght this way.



I NT. H GH SCHOOL - PRI NCI PAL'S OFFI CE - MOMVENTS LATER

The two detectives are seated across fromthe principal's
desk and Parker sits in the back of the room behind them

Ray has a notepad out.

PRI NCI PAL
Well, I'"'mnot too sure what happens
now. Maybe you shoul d. .

RAY
Enough with the pleasantries. Parker,
where did you | ast see the bag?

PARKER
um ..

RAY
Talk to us goddamm t!

Par ker and the principal are stunned by his rudeness.

PRI NCI PAL
| don't think that's necessary.
RAY
We'll tell you what's necessary and
not .
PRI NCI PAL
You should't be yelling at ny
st udent s.
RAY

We don't tell you how to do your job,
so don't tell us howto do ours! A
|otta nmoney's on the |ine here, do you
think we want to be responsible for

it?
SAM
Cal m down Ray! (to everyone el se)
Look, | just think that, seeing as how

we all know what's at stake here, we
should act with a little urgency.

PRI NCI PAL
Very wel | .



SAM
So Parker, where did you | ast see your
bag?

PARKER
It was in the cafeteria and | was
doi ng honework and then | got up to go
to the bathroom and then when | got
back it was gone.

SAM
(to the principal)
Do you have any caneras in the
cafeteria?

PRI NCI PAL
No. Only in the | obby and outsi de.
RAY
Real | y?
PRI NCI PAL
Yeah. The roof too.
SAM
(to Ray)

We should go down there and interview
any w tnesses.

RAY
Agr eed.

SAM
(to Parker)
Can you recall who was in the room
when you |eft?

PARKER
Un not really. | think sonme jocks
were there.

SAM
(to the principal)
Jocks? | thought this was an arts
school ?

PRI NCI PAL
VWll | certainly wouldn't call them
j ocks!



SAM
| see.

Ray writes down in his notepad: CAFETERI A, JOCKS, BAG STOLEN
NO CAMERAS (FOOLS)

SAM
And can you recall what else was in
t he bag, other than the conmputer of
course?

PARKER
Wll, it was that and then | think
had sone pens.

SAM
Not hi ng el se of val ue?

Par ker takes a gulp and | ooks down.

PARKER
No.

SAM
(to Ray)
We're only | ooking for a damm
conputer. The bag' s expendabl e.

Ray writes down: BAG EXPENDABLE
Par ker takes a bigger gulp.

RAY
(to principal)
Are we allowed to hurt anyone?

PRI NCI PAL
Absol utely not!

RAY
Not ed.

Ray writes down: NO EXCESSI VE USE OF FORCE

Ray and Sam stand up and wal k to the door. Right before they
wal k out, Sam | ooks back at the principal.

SAM
You are aware that whoever stole this
bag can be, according to your school's



rul es, expelled, or legal action can
be taken agai nst thenf?

PARKER
| ' m sure whoever stole it didn't do it
on pur pose.

SAM
Everyt hi ng has a purpose.

Sam and Ray wal k out.
I NT. HI GH SCHOOL - LOBBY - SAME TI ME

Ray and Sam are wal king towards a flight of stairs and
t al ki ng.

RAY
| can't believe that kid | ost
sonet hi ng so val uabl e.

SAM
| think you' re being too hard on him
And he didn't lose it. It was stolen.

RAY
Still, if you're in charge of
sonmet hing that inportant you should be
nore careful. This whole school is
full of idiots. That principal
woul dn't |l et us do our job.

SAM
Personally, | don't think yelling and
screanming at these kids is very
producti ve.

RAY
Well | don't think you not having ny
back is very productive.

SAM
Not having your back? | was trying to
make sure you don't | ook |like a fool!

Ray stops wal king and grabs Sami s collar. He pushes him
agai nst the wall .

RAY
Don't you ever call ne a fool!



10.

SAM
Get your hands off ne! Wat the hell's
gotten into you?

Sam pushes Ray of f of him

SAM
You can't bully these kids and expect
a straight answer! You are acting |ike
a fool!

They keep wal ki ng towards the cafeteri a.

SAM
Just don't be such an ass.

RAY
| don't think this is going to work.

SAM
Well it has to. W both signed up for
the job and the chief is expecting
results, so let's get to work.

Sam wal ks out of frane.

RAY
God, | hate working with you

Ray foll ows.
I NT. H GH SCHOOL - CLASSROOM - DAY

Parker sits in the back of a classroom not listening to the
teacher. He's anxious, his hands are tapping together and
he's shifting in his seat. The teacher at the front of the
roomis tal king about a docunent. Kids around him are taking
not es.

The Teacher's voice is quiet, but audible.

TEACHER
One of the many fanobus quotes is
t hat : "When soneone says sonet hi ng,
they must stand by it."

The Teacher points to a picture on a whiteboard behind them



11.

TEACHER
Because, if you don't stand by it,
wel |, everything starts to fall apart,

which, if you | ook at what was
happening at this tine, nmakes a | ot of
sense.

The Teacher continues tal king but Parker tunes her out after
the first sentence. He thinks of what the teacher said about
standi ng by what you say. After a few nonents of thought, he
stops nmoving and sits up straight in his chair.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL - CAFETERI A - DAY

Ray and Samwal k into the enpty cafeteria and see Jay and
Nate sitting across fromeach other, behind plates of food.
There is a stack of post-it notes on the table

They go over to Nate and Jay's table.
Nat e and Jay respond nervously throughout the conversation.

SAM
H, |'"mDetective Archer, this is
Det ecti ve Dom nguez. There was a
report of a robbery in this room
yesterday. You guys know anyt hi ng
about it?

NATE
No i dea what you're tal king about.

SAM
Well were you in the room yesterday?

NATE
Yeah. What's that got to do with
anything? | don't know what you're

| ooki ng for.
RAY
(to Sam

Like | said, full of idiots.

SAM
Did you see what was stol en?

NATE
| said | don't know anyt hi ng!



12.

SAM
No one's accusi ng you of anything.
Just calmdown and let's have a talk.

Sam sits down across from Nate, next to Jay. Ray stands
behi nd Sam

SAM
So, you were in the roomyesterday but
don't know what was stolen or who did

it. Correct?
NATE
Yes.
SAM
Well, can you identify anyone el se who

was in the roonf

NATE
| don't know

Ray slanms his fist down on the table.

RAY
Look kid, we're not playing around!

Ray pulls out his pistol and puts it on the table. Nate's
terrified.

RAY
Now, tell us who was in the room and
don't give nme any of that "you don't
know bul I shit", because | know t hat
you know sonet hi ng.

Nate sits in silence, looking fromthe gun to Ray to Sam Sam
eyes the gun nervously and | ooks to Ray.

Ray slans his fist on the table again.

RAY
Answer Goddanmi t!

NATE
Alright, alright! | saw this kid, big
kid, naned Paul. He was surrounded by
peopl e and they were tal king about
stealing stuff.

Sam writes down "PAUL, THI EF?" on his notepad.



13.

SAM
And do you know where he is now?

NATE
um ..

Nat e | ooks at the gun.

RAY
Be specific.

NATE
| think he's in room 501.

Sam wites down "501".

SAM
Ckay.

Ray picks up his gun and puts it back in his holster.

RAY
Al right get out of here.

Nate junps up fromhis seat and runs out of the room | eaving
his food and his bag.

Sam and Ray shift their focus to Jay. He | ooks at them
terrified and frozen.

RAY
You didn't see anything.

Jay stands up and backs out of the room

JAY
Not hi ng!

Sam st ands up and | ooks at Ray.

SAM
What the hell were you thinking? A
gun? These are ki ds!

RAY
|"mjust trying to get the job done.
This is a high risk situation. If we
don't find that |aptop who knows what
coul d happen!
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SAM
Forget about the | aptop! Do you want
your badge revoked?

RAY
No!

SAM
Ok, listen up: Never pull a gun on a
kid. Ever.

Sam puts his notepad away.

SAM
Now let's go to 501

Sam and Ray start wal king towards the stairs.

RAY
"' mjust doing what any good detective
woul d do.

SAM
You're not a good detective.

RAY
| will be! You wait, 1'Il be better
t han you!

SAM
Well if either of us wants to be
great, we have to figure this out. I'm
sick of being treated |ike sone rookie
asshol e.

RAY

So let's get to work then!

SAM
Hey, that's mny thing!

RAY
[t's m ne now.

They wal k out of frame.
I NT. H GH SCHOOL - FI FTH FLOOR - LATER

Ray and Sam both breathing hard, get up the last step of the
stairs. They | ook dowmn a |ong hallway. On one side are doors



15.

to classroons. They wal k past each door, and the room nunbers
are on each door

RAY
VWhich roomis it?

SAM
501.

They wal k past 503.

SAM
Shoul d be right here.

They conme up to 501 and | ook through a window in the door. It
is enpty.

RAY
" mgonna kill that kid.

SAM
No you're not. We just have to find
this Paul guy. He has to be in the
bui | di ng sonewhere.

Fromthe end of the hallway runs the principal. She is nad.

PRI NCI PAL
Way' d you pull a gun on a student?

RAY
(rmuttering)
That bast ard.

PRI NCI PAL
Why' d you pull a gun? Tell ne.

RAY
Look, we were just trying to get an
answer .

PRI NCI PAL

So you threatened nmy one of ny
students with a gun?

RAY
It was a snmall gun.

SAM
Look, it won't happen again.



PRI NCI PAL
It doesn't matter! This is a school!
Renmember what | said before?

RAY
You said we couldn't hurt anyone.

PRI NCI PAL
Right, so then why am | hearing about
you pulling a gun on a student!

RAY
W didn't hurt him

PRI NCI PAL
| don't care. No. @uns!

RAY
This is a tinme-sensitive case. \Wat
happens if we have to fight soneone?

PRI NCI PAL
In a school ?

RAY
Maybe this is part of a bigger
conspiracy! There's no way to know

Sam | ooks at Ray, ashanmed to be near him

PRI NCl PAL
You won't have to fight anyone, so no
guns. Am | making nyself clear?

SAM
Perfectly. It won't happen agai n.

PRI NCI PAL
You better be glad | don't call your
hi gher - up.

SAM
(beggi ng) _
Pl ease don't. | swear it won't happen
agai n.
PRI NCI PAL

Good. Who were you | ooking for?

SAM
Paul. Is he here?

16.
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PRI NCI PAL
He was.
RAY
Did he run? |Is he our guy?
PRI NCI PAL
H's grandma died. He's out of the
st at e.
RAY

Son of a bitch!
Ray kicks the wall.

The principal and Sam watch as Ray kicks the wall and then
cradl es his foot.

PRI NCI PAL
How about you two go get sone | unch.
It's pasta.

SAM

(si ghing)
It's al ways pasta.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL - CAFETERI A - LATER

Ray and Sam are sitting at the table where Parker sat when
his bag was stolen. They have plates of pasta in front of
them and enpty plastic cups.

RAY
So what now?

SAM
| guess we interview sone nore kids
and wait for Paul to get back.

RAY
He better be glad his Grandma di ed
because if not he'll be in a world of
pai n.

SAM
He's just a suspect. Nothing' s been
confirnmed.

RAY

He's definitely the one.
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SAM
Don't make any assunptions until we
figure this out.

RAY
|"'mnot assumng it's him |'mjust
guessing that it's him

SAM
VWhat's the difference?

RAY
(beat)
Good poi nt.

Sam goes to eat sone of his pasta but knocks over his cup. It
falls on the ground and Sam picks it up, but as he picks it
up, he sees a bright green Post-It note folded up in the

corner. He picks it up and unfolds it. It says "lI'msorry
about the bag. | didn't nmean to hurt anyone". Sam junps up.
SAM
We have a | ead!
RAY
What now?
SAM
A post-it note!
RAY
So?
SAM
It says "lI'msorry about the bag. |

didn't nmean to hurt anyone".

RAY
So whoever stole it didn't know about
what was in it?

SAM
| think sol

RAY
Wait a second, let's not get ahead of
oursel ves. Maybe it's a ploy to nake
us nmove our investigation sonewhere
el se.
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Sam | ooks out the cafeteria door, which is open. He sees a
kid in a hoodie witing on a Post-It note and fold it up.

SAM
Over therel

Sam points at him The kid starts running.

Ray junps up fromhis seat and chases after the kid. Sam
wal ks over to the Post-It note and reads it.

| NT. H GH SCHOOL - HALLWAYS - SAME TI ME
Ray chases after the kid.

RAY
Hey! St op!

The kid keeps running. They get to a flight of stairs and the
kid runs up it.

RAY
|"ve got a gun! I'mnot afraid to
shoot !

The kid starts running faster. They get to a |landing, a
| ocker room and the kid runs in, zoom ng between people and
| ockers. Ray foll ows.

RAY
Qut of the way!

Kl D
(G.S.)
"' m sorry!

Ray starts to breath hard. He can't keep up.

The kid gets to another stairwell and starts to clinmb up it.
As he does, a bell rings and every door opens up. Kids cone
out of their classes. The kid disappears into the crowd.

Ray pushes through the crowd.

RAY
Qut of the way!

Suddenly, he falls to the ground. Soneone tripped him

RAY
Son of a bitch!



I NT. H GH SCHOOL - CAFETERI A - LATER

20.

Samis sitting at their table reading the two notes, checking

if the handwiting is the same. Ray wal ks in,

with alittle cut on his forehead.

Sam get s

SAM
What happened to you?

RAY
(i gnoring his question)
The bastard got away.

SAM

| know where the bag is.
RAY

You do?
SAM

It's on the roof.

up with Ray in tow

RAY
How do you know t hat ?
SAM
It's on the note.
RAY
It is?
SAM
Yes.

Sam and Ray exit the room

The first note says "The Bag Is On The Roof".

EXT. H GH SCHOCOL - ROOF - LATER

The roof

is surrounded by a tall
fromfalling over the side.

out of breath,

wire fence preventing people
On one side are HVAC units,

maki ng noi se. A heavy wnd blows as Sam and Ray wal k onto the
roof, their coats flying in the w nd.

They walk to the mddle of the roof where Parker's bag sits.
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Ray runs over to it and opens it up. No | aptop, just the
bl ack and gol d pen.

RAY
The | aptop's not here.

Sam stares past the wire fence.

RAY
What's goi ng on?

SAM
| don't know.

Sam | ooks around the roof for anything to help themfind the
| apt op. He searches through the bag for the note but finds
not hi ng.

He sits down on the ground. Ray wal ks over to him

SAM
Goddammit! We were close, this close
and now it's gone. W're gonna' hang
for this.

RAY
No we're not. Who's to say the
| aptop's only in the building? It
coul d be anywhere!

SAM
Exactly! How are we supposed to find
one laptop in the entire city of New

Yor k?
RAY
Find ny | aptop?
SAM
It's turned off.
RAY
Shit. Well, maybe we are gonna' hang
for this.
SAM

Shit is right.

Sam puts his head in his hands. Ray starts |ooking around the
r oof .
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SAM
You know, | thought that | could do
this by nyself. | thought that | was

the best, but I'mnot. |I'mjust sone
random |l oser. |I'mnot smarter than
you. | nean, sure, you're a little
violent but it works. It works. Me?
| ' m scar ed.

Ray notices a carmera.

RAY
There's a canera up here.

Sam st ands up.

SAM
Forget what you just heard.

RAY
Done.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL - PRI NCI PAL'S OFFI CE - EVEN NG

The principal is seated behind his desk, typing on a
conputer. Suddenly, the door is thrown open. Sam and Ray
charge in.

PRI NCI PAL
What do you think you're doi ng?

SAM
We need to see your canmeras right now

CUT TGO

I NT. H GH SCHOCOL - PRI NCI PAL'S OFFI CE - LATER

Ray, Sam and the principal are sitting behind the desk

| ooking at a conmputer nonitor. On it is the past 72 hours of
footage fromthe roof camera. Samis skinmm ng through the
footage, |looking for a person with the bag.

PRI NCI PAL
| don't know how it got up there. The
only person who has the key is Jorge,
our superintendent, and | know he
didn't give it to anyone.

RAY
Maybe they stole it?
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PRI NCI PAL
VWhat is this world comng to?

Sam st ops the footage. On the screen is JAY, holding the bag,
| ooki ng up at the canera.

SAM
Who's that?
RAY
That's that silent kid fromthe
cafeteri a.
PRI NCI PAL
Janes? He's an honor roll student!
SAM
(to Ray)
W have himon canera, it's over.
RAY
But that still doesn't explain the
| apt op.
SAM

He'll know where it is.

PRI NCI PAL
Not Jamnes.

I NT. HI GH SCHOOL - LOBBY - MORNI NG

Jay wal ks into the building in a big cromd of kids. As he
signs in by swiping an ID card, Samtaps on his shoul der. Jay
turns around.

Standing in front of himare Ray and Sam
SAM
Hi .
I NT. HI GH SCHOOL - CLASSROOM - MOMENTS LATER
We are in an enpty classroom In the mddle of the roomis a
tabl e where, on one side sits Jay, and, on the other side,
sits Sam In the mddle of the table sits the bag, and next

toit, sits the black and gold pen. Ray stands behind him
Jay's face is streaked with tears.

JAY
|"'msorry, okay? |I didn't nean it.



RAY
You didn't nean to steal a bag? |
don't see how you could steal a bag
and not nean it.

JAY
| didn't nmean to hurt anyone, okay? |
just did it to be popular.

SAM
Go on.

JAY
Al'l those jocks steal stuff and I'ma
| oser and | want to be friends with
themso | stole Parker's bag. Please
don't expel ne. It was only gone for
two days.

SAM
We don't have control over who gets
expel l ed or not.

RAY
But we can predict, and you pal, are
outta here.

Jay starts to cry again.

SAM
(to Ray)
Don't play with the kid, okay?
RAY
Fi ne.
SAM
(to Jay)

Were's the | aptop?
Jay wipes tears away fromhis eyes.

JAY
Lapt op?

SAM
Don't play dunb, we know there was a
| aptop in the bag.

JAY
No there wasn't...

24.



SAM
Don't bullshit nme kid!

Sam slanms his fist on the table.
JAY
| swear! There wasn't a | aptop when
took the bag, okay? | swear on ny
[ife! Just that stupid pen

Ray and Sam both | ook confused.

RAY

The laptop wasn't in it?
JAY

NO
SAM

So then where the hell is it?

JAY
Par ker has it!

RAY
Parker has it?

JAY
Yeah! Why does it matter?

RAY
Forget about it.

Sam st ands up.

SAM
Ckay, you can go.

JAY
Am | expel | ed?

SAM
That's up to your principal.

Jay runs out of the room

RAY
Good wor k.

SAM
Thank you very nuch

25.
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RAY
So Parker's got the | aptop?

SAM
Let's go find out.

Sam and Ray wal k out of the room

RAY
(G S.)
You really scared that kid.

SAM
(O S)
| learned fromthe best.

Ray | aughs.
I NT. H GH SCHOOL - CAFETERI A - DAY

Parker sits at a table, alone, with a plastic bag of food in
front of him The rest of the cafeteria is crowded, but
peopl e avoid his table.

He eats the food out of the bag very slowy; it is just
popcorn.

The cafeteria doors open and Sam and Ray wal k in, hol ding
Par ker' s bag.

RAY
Hey ki d.

Par ker | ooks up and sees the bag. A huge sm | e breaks out
across his face.

PARKER
You found it?

Sam and Ray sit down at Parker's table. Ray sits next to
Parker with Sam on the other side.

RAY
Yeah, but no | aptop.

PARKER
What about a pen? Did you find a pen?

SAM
Ve did.



PARKER
On thank god.

Sam hands Parker the pen.

Par ker's
seat .

RAY
You don't care about the | aptop?
PARKER
| do, but the pen is just... thank
god.
SAM

Let me ask you a question, you ever
see the novie Star Wars?

PARKER
Um ..

RAY
Just answer the question!

PARKER
Yeah | have. Way does it matter?

SAM
It doesn't. Just wondering.

PARKER
(suspicious of Ray and Sam
VWhat's going on here?

RAY
We know you have the | aptop.

PARKER
That's ridi cul ous.

SAM
Ohis it? Can | see you' re repl acenent
bag?

PARKER
My what ?

starting to get unconfortable, squirmng in his

RAY
G ve us the bag asshol e!

27.
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Everyone in the cafeteria stops tal king and | ooks at Ray,
Sam and Par ker.

PARKER
(rmuttering)
Fi ne.

SAM
VWhat was t hat?

PARKER
Take the damm bag.

Ray takes Parker's replacenent bag and puts it on the table.

SAM
Wanna open it?

PARKER
No.

RAY
Open it.

PARKER

My dad will bury you!

SAM
Just open the bag!

Par ker, hesitantly, opens up the bag. H s | aptop slides out.
Ray | aughs.

RAY
Son of a bitch.

Par ker | ooks down, ashaned.

SAM
(to Ray)
Still think the |aptop's |ost?

RAY
| think we found it.

I NT. HI GH SCHOCOL - CLASSROOM - MOMENTS LATER
Ray and Samwal k into a classroom pushing Parker in front of

them Sam s holding Parker's | aptop. They sit down at a
tabl e.



SAM
So why did you do it? Wiy did
us on sonme w |l d goose chase,

29.

you send
and nore
e our

t pens.

importantly, why did you wast
time?
PARKER
| just wanted the pen.
RAY
Then why not start with that?
PARKER
Because no one woul d take that
seriously.
RAY
(to Sam
He's right. No one cares abou
PARKER
Exact | y!
SAM

So everything we've been thro
every hardship, every fight,
for a pen?

PARKER
Yeabh.

Sam and Ray stand next to each other,
They whi sper.

SAM
This kid's a geni us.

RAY
O maybe we're just really du

SAM
"' mgonna' go with the forner

RAY
Wrks for ne. How do we end t

SAM
| don't know. How do detectiv
usual |y end?

ugh,
was | ust

facing the other way.

nb.

hi s?

e novie's
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RAY
Wth the case all tied up

SAM
| guess we do that, then.

RAY
Good tal k.

Sam and Ray turn back around.

PARKER
| heard all of that.
RAY
You can go. We'll talk to you're

princi pal about this.

PARKER
| ' mso scared.

Par ker stands up and wal ks out of the room | eaving the
| apt op.

RAY
(to Sam
So it's done?

SAM
I[t's done.

RAY
G eat.

Ray and Sam wal k out of the room |eaving the | aptop.
Sonmeone wal ks into the room a hood over their head, and
grabs the | aptop. The person doesn't |l ook Iike a kid, but an
adul t.

The person wal ks out of the room I|aptop in hand.

The End.
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