Eighth Grade Core




Name________________________

Brother, Can You Spare A Dime? The Great Depression: 1929-1933

By Milton Meltzer

We are about to begin reading Harper Lee’s classic novel To Kill A Mockingbird, set in The Great Depression. In order to have a sense of the time period, we’ll read an excerpt from Milton Meltzer’s text on the era.  

A) Prereading:

1. What does the term “The Roaring Twenties” (as in the 1920s) conjure in your imagination?

2. What comes to mind when you hear “The Great Depression”?

3. Vocabulary. Define the following words in your own words:

a) Breach

b) Levee

c) Ghetto

d) Municipal

e) Disrepute

f) Raconteur

g) Abreast

h) Destitute

I) Fawning

J) Foreclosure

B) Read the attached packet and annotate.  It includes both primary source materials (in 

     italics) and Meltzer’s explanations (in plain text).

1. What does it mean to “buy stock on margin?” (page 10, paragraph 1)

2. According to the Brookings Institution, before The Great Depression in 1929, 78% of the country earned under ___________________ a year, and among these six million Americans earned under ____________________ a year. 

3. With so many poor people without savings, how did many people in the 1920s pay for the new products that were available?

4. In your own words, list the 6 reasons for the stock market crash.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

5. At the end of the packet, there are selections from five sections of the book. From each section, select a line you found striking, record it here and say why you chose it.  

a) The children

b) African Americans

c) Hoover Hotels

d) Physical and mental effects

e) The farmer

(Note: With the exception of  “Hoover Hotels,” these are not Meltzer’s titles, but ones we have added for clarity’s sake).

