Poetry Writing Workshop 
Jane Belton 
Focused Revision of Exercise 11 – Freewrite # 5 

Answer each of the questions below in writing (Freewrite # 5) before revising your poem.

1. Who is the character(s) whose perspective you are writing from? What do you know or imagine about this character? 
2. What is central to this poem? What is important or distinct about this character's perspective? What is the poem about for you? 

3.  What does the character need or want to say?  Is your character speaking to anyone specifically, or to a general audience?  
4. Imagine one of your character's memories, or another person who is important/significant to them. How might this memory or other character help contribute to what the poem is about?  Write down a few possibilities.  Perhaps reference this memory or significant person in the poem itself.
5. Try using dialogue to convey character. What would the person say, how would he/she say it?  Jot down ideas. Try writing some phrases that capture the voice of your character- or try incorporating a quote from the actual article into your poem (perhaps something the person is quoted as saying in the article). 

6. Select any two of the following poems to consult: “Natasha in a Mellow Mood" (Tim Seibles) "Lost Pilot” (James Tate), "This is just to say" (William Carlos Williams), "Phantasia for Elvira Shatayev" (Adrienne Rich). Examine the character voices and details in each poem, and look at how those details are communicated to you, the reader.  What is the backstory of each of the published poems you've chosen?  Who is the central character? What does the character “need to say”? How does each poem incorporate or set up a larger context? How do the two poems differ in the way they use the larger context to focus on story? 

7. Next, try to use the poems you've selected as models/inspiration in revising your own piece. What do you want to come accross more clearly in your poem? What are the context details of your character that are important for a reader to understand? How can you incorporate these details into your poem (directly, indirectly, through imagery, metaphor, word choice, etc)? In revising your poem, try playing with techniques that the poems you’ve selected use. 

