English 10									
Jane Belton/Pam Newton

Final Persuasive Essay: Critiquing the American Dream

Throughout our study of various American literary texts—from The Things They Carried, The Scarlet Letter, In the Blood, “Song of Myself,” and The Great Gatsby, to The Bluest Eye—we have explored the relationship between the American Dream and the American experience.  We have observed American experiences that are shaped by identity markers, such as race, class, and gender; by power structures based on authority, oppression, and wealth; and by family relationships, including wartime brothers, single mothers, and preying fathers. 

In preparation for the final project, we will ask you to consider how the texts of the course have shaped your understanding of the American Dream and the American experience, and how they have challenged your assumptions and beliefs. We will also look at how the texts have illuminated flaws, inconsistencies, or problems in the American Dream. 

Your final assignment is to write a 4-6-page persuasive essay in which you provide a critique of the American Dream, supported by any two texts we have read this year plus one supplementary text (see list below).

Your critique will make a specific claim regarding the American Dream. Your claim might address the flaws or failings of the Dream, the ways the Dream has shaped people’s lives, or the ways in which the Dream has been or should be redefined, reimagined, or reexamined. Through close reading of three texts, you will build a cohesive argument in defense of your central claim. Your essay should demonstrate your deep understanding of the texts, as well as your ability to write a persuasive essay with clarity, confidence, and elegance. Your own unique voice and your own perspective on the American Dream should shine through.

Finished essays will have an introduction, a conclusion, and at least three body paragraphs with ample textual evidence. You will have a Title Page in front and a Works Cited page at the end. You will also write a Process Piece, reflecting on this essay and the year as a whole.

Supplementary Texts (see the blog for links to these texts online):
A.O. Scott Quote 
“Mosque Madness at Ground Zero” (New York Post) 
“Zero Grounds” (The New Yorker)
“American Muslims Ask, Will We Ever Belong?” (The New York Times)
Images from Image Unit (Robert Frank, Dorothea Lange, Met Museum paintings)
“Cosmopolis 1919-1931” in New York: An Illustrated History and accompanying video
F. Scott Fitzgerald, “My Lost City” 
Dr. Zizmor
Dick and Jane Primers
Kiri Davis, “A Girl Like Me” 
Rafael Casal, “Barbie and Ken 101” 
Shirley Temple clips: Shirley Temple and Bojangles in The Little Colonel; Shirley Temple and 
Jane Withers in Bright Eyes
Toni Morrison, “Afterword” from The Bluest Eye				 	
Oprah Interview with Toni Morrison
David Kamp, “Rethinking the American Dream” (Vanity Fair)

Process 
To prepare you for this assignment, we will be leading you through a series of writing workshop exercises and readings.  Your success on this paper will largely depend on investing your time, energy, and intellectual curiosity on all of the following steps.

1. To begin, complete WJ#18 (see your syllabus for details).
2. Read and annotate the article “Rethinking the American Dream” by David Kamp (Vanity Fair, April 2009).  This article will serve as a model for the kind of critique you will write about the American Dream. 
3. In-class writing: How is the Kamp piece a critique of the American Dream? What evidence does Kamp use to persuade his reader of his critique?  
4. Write WJ#19 in response to the Kamp article (see syllabus).
5. Generate your own critique of the American Dream.  Once you have formulated your opinion, select any two texts from the year plus one supplementary text (three texts total) to use in support of your critique.  See syllabus for further instructions.
6. Choose 3-4 pieces of evidence from each primary text and 2-3 pieces of evidence from your supplementary text and analyze those pieces of evidence, keeping in mind your critique. This is WJ#20.
7. During in-class writing workshops and at home, work on sections of your essay (introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion).  As you write, you will continue to reflect on your experience reading the texts we have covered this year as well as to reassess your thinking about the American Dream and the American experience. 
8. Complete first draft of essay due Tuesday, May 31. 
9. Conference with your teacher about your first draft.  This conference is required for all students. When you are not conferencing with your teacher, you will use class time for peer editing and individual revisions.
10. Create a Title Page and a Works Cited page for your critique.
11. Proofread your final draft meticulously.
12. Write your Process Piece and assemble your Final Portfolio, according to the directions on the final checklist. Please include all materials neatly in a folder with your name on it. (You will hand in your Writer’s Journals separately.)

Final Portfolio Checklist:
_____ Title Page
_____ Final Draft of Essay
_____ Works Cited Page
_____ First Draft
_____ Process Piece

The final portfolio is due at our scheduled exam date.
The entire tenth grade will gather in the PAC to read and respond to each other’s critiques.

WORK HARD AND GOOD LUCK!
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