English 10

Jane/Pam

The Bluest Eye Final Project: Visual Representation of a Passage
Due Wednesday May 11
For your Bluest Eye final project, you will design a sculpture, drawing/painting, artifact, or other visual representation of a significant passage of your choosing from the novel. Your artistic representation should illustrate and illuminate what you find most significant in this passage.

Steps for making your visual representation:

1. Select a passage in the novel that you feel is particularly significant and rich in terms of imagery, motifs, word choice, metaphor, symbolism, character development, and theme.  This should be a passage that you feel is central to understanding the novel as a whole.

2. Perform a close reading of your passage, analyzing key language, imagery, and word choice. Write 1-2 pages (typed, double-spaced, 12 point font) exploring the effects and significance of particular moments in this passage, as well as the significance of the passage as a whole. You should also make meaningful connections between the passage you have selected and other moments in the novel. You must incorporate short pieces of textual evidence into your close reading. Remember to use correct parenthetical citation.

3. Outline an artistic plan for a piece of visual art that will symbolically represent your passage, shedding light on the issues and themes you think are most crucial.  The piece you create should reflect the work you did in your close reading. The outline is a typed description of what your visual piece will look like. You may accompany this artistic plan with a sketch. 

4. Design and build/make your piece of visual art. Put in the effort to create a detailed, finished work.

5. Write an “Artist’s Statement” on your visual piece (1-2 pages, typed, double-spaced, 12 point font). Your Artist’s Statement should:

· Describe your intentions with the piece.

· Explain your reasons for making certain artistic choices.

· Explain how your visual piece reflects the close reading work you did.

· Reflect on the strengths and weakness of your project.

· Reflect on the process of creating your project: what did you enjoy? What was challenging?

Deadlines

Monday 5/9 – Close Reading and Artistic Plan due; Work period/Conferences

Tuesday 5/10 – Work period/Conferences

Wednesday 5/11 – Final project due; Share projects and Artist’s Statements with the class. 

Hand in Close Reading, Artistic Plan (multiple drafts if necessary), and Artist’s Statement - stapled together - and the work itself.

Sample project ideas (for inspiration not imitation):

One student was inspired by the passage on page 148 that describes the white men laughing at Cholly as he simulates sex with Darlene (“ ‘Hee hee hee hee heeeee.’ …They looked like baby claws” (148)). She made a mobile that conveyed the hierarchy of oppression as represented in the passage. There was a hanger that had cutouts of white men at the top. The successive levels below them showed the power structure in the novel, with Cholly below the white men, followed by Darlene and Pecola at the bottom. On each was a visual symbol of oppression (i.e., the flashlight shone on Cholly's behind) and a relevant quotation of its effect.  Ultimately, it implied how oppression is passed down from those higher on the chain to those lower in an attempt to transcend feelings of shame and misdirect anger toward those it is "safe" to feel anger toward. 
One student was inspired by the passage on page 205 (“The birdlike gestures are worn away….We were so beautiful when we stood astride her ugliness).  The student created a small garbage can to represent Pecola. In it he placed all the “waste and beauty of the world…which [characters] dumped on her and which she absorbed” (205). This included symbolic objects (the blueberry cobbler, Pauline’s rotten tooth, a flashlight—to symbolize the hatred that Cholly dumps onto Pecola) and words, statements and actions (written on slips of paper) of characters in the novel.

