English 9B

Jane Belton

My Reading Life Letter

“When you write, it’s like braiding your hair.”

-- From “Women Like Us,” by Edwidge Danticat

Throughout Danticat’s collection of stories, we learn over and again the ways in which her stories make up the “braid” of her life and her country.  These stories are the “strands” that come together to create Danticat’s experience as a Haitian woman and writer.  

The same is true for reading.  The stories we read become the “strands” of our own life histories.  We would like to know more about those stories that have been significant to you.  To begin, ask yourself:  What books and stories have I read throughout my experience that have shaped and influenced me?  Why are these particular books and stories important to me?   Then, tell the story of your life as a reader in a detailed letter.  Be sure to include the authors’ names and the titles of the texts you are writing about. You may also include other kinds of stories that have shaped and influenced you, including poems, songs, personal and/or ancestral stories. Remember to keep the tone of your letter engaged and thoughtful rather than list-like and flat.  

Your letter should be 2-3 full pages, 1 ½ or double-spaced, and in 12 point Times New Roman font.  

Please remember:

· Short story, poem, and song titles are written with quotation marks:  “Nineteen Thirty-Seven”; “Let it Be”; “Theme for English B”

· Novels, plays, children’s books, films, and non-fiction titles are written with italics:  Krik? Krak!

· Since this is a letter, the use of “I” or the first person is acceptable
· Proofread your work carefully for errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc.
FIRST DRAFT DUE:  WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 23
FINAL DRAFT DUE: FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25
