English 10B

Jane Belton

Syllabus: April - May 2009

Monday (4/27) 

In Class: Share design projects; discuss the most interesting ideas, analyses, and approaches you saw in the work of your peers. Connect Cat to other texts and themes of the course.

Homework: Complete Reader’s Journal 21: Now that we are near the end of the course, think about where you are in your definition of the American Dream.  Begin by reviewing your very first journal of the year and reflect on the ways in which the texts of the course have thus far shaped and made more complex your initial and current thinking about the notion of the American Dream.   Your journal should answer the following questions:  What has been said thus far about the American Dream and/or the American experience?  What has been left out?  What needs to be said and/or included about the American experience?  What veils are yet to be lifted?  What needs more complicating in a course such as this? Be specific in your response! At least 2 pages handwritten, or the equivalent typed.
Tuesday (4/28)
In Class: Reader’s Journal 21 due. Introduction to Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye: Dick and Jane primers of the 1940s. Begin reading The Bluest Eye pp. 3-6 together in class.

Homework: Read and annotate The Bluest Eye pp. 9-23.

Wednesday (4/29) – Friday Schedule
In Class: Initial work with pp. 9-23. Dialogue with peers through Reader’s Journal.
Homework: Review the assigned pages, making additional annotations.
Thursday (4/30)
In Class: Discuss The Bluest Eye pp. 9-23. Examine & define outdoors, dolls, Shirley Temple. 
Homework: Read and annotate The Bluest Eye pp. 23-44. Revise/develop any of the reader’s journal entries you would like before submitting #s 18-21 on Monday.
Friday (5/1) – No Class (Arts Fest)

Monday (5/4)
In Class: Turn in Reader’s Journals # 18-21 for a grade. Discuss The Bluest Eye pp. 23-44.  Types of ugliness; how different characters show love and seek love.   

Homework: Read and annotate The Bluest Eye pp. 44-58. 
Tuesday (5/5)
In Class: Discuss The Bluest Eye pp. 44-58: blue eyes and Mary Jane candies; Pecola’s interactions with Mr. Yacobowski and the prostitutes; definitions and expressions of love.

Homework: Read and annotate The Bluest Eye pp. 61-80. 

Wednesday (5/6) – No Class
Thursday (5/7) (Friday Schedule)

In Class: Discuss The Bluest Eye pp. 61-80: seasonal images; internalized racism; Mr. Henry; “ruined” status of women.

Homework: Read and annotate The Bluest Eye pp 81-109. 
